Thirty Second Ordinary Sunday
8 November 2020

Eucharist

Gathering in God’s Name
Prelude: Kommt her zu mir, spricht Gottes Sohn,
Johann Sebastian Bach (1585-1750), BWV deest
(Emans 125), “Come to me says the Son of God”
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The introduction to the confession
Let us confess out sins in penitence and faith, confident
in God’s forgiveness.
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Merciful God, our Maker and our Judge, we have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, and
in what we have failed to do: we have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbours as ourselves; we repent and are sorry for
all our sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love
and obey you in newness of life through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
The presiding priest pronounces the absolution
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all
who turn to him in faith: pardon you and set you free
from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and
keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s
people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty
God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ,
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with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
The celebrant reads the prayer of the day
Eternal God,
you have taught us that the night is far spent
and the day is at hand:
keep us awake and alert, watching for your kingdom,
so that when Christ, the bridegroom, comes
we may go out joyfully to meet him,
and with him enter into the marriage feast
that you have prepared for all who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Ministry of the Word
A reading from the book, Joshua.
The Covenant Renewed at Shechem
Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at
Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and
officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before
God.
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Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the
God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including
Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond
the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. But I
took your father Abraham from the land beyond the
Euphrates and led him throughout Canaan and gave him
many descendants. I gave him Isaac, “Now fear the
Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away
the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the
Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But
if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the
Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land
you are living. But as for me and my household, we will
serve the Lord.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake
the Lord to serve other gods! It was the Lord our God
himself who brought us and our parents up out of
Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those
great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our
entire journey and among all the nations through which
we traveled. And the Lord drove out before us all the
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nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land.
We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.”
Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the
Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not
forgive your rebellion and your sins. If you forsake the
Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring
disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has
been good to you.”
But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the
Lord.”
Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against
yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord.”
“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.
“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods
that are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord,
the God of Israel.”
And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord
our God and obey him.”
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On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and
there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and
laws.
(Joshua 24: 2-3a, 14-25)

At the end
All

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 78: 1-7
1

Give heed to my teaching, O my people:
incline your ears to the words of my mouth;
2
For I will open my mouth in a parable:
and expound the mysteries of former times.
3
What we have heard and known:
what our forebears have told us,
4
We will not hide from their children,
but declare to a generation yet to come:
the praiseworthy acts of the Lord,
his mighty and wonderful works.
5
He established a law in Jacob
and made a decree in Israel:
which he commanded our ancestors
to teach their children,
6
That future generations might know,
and those yet unborn:
that they in turn might teach it to their children;
7
So that they might put their confidence in God:
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and not forget his works, but keep his
commandments,
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the
Thessalonians.
Now about your love for one another we do not need to
write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by
God to love each other. And in fact, you do love all of
God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you,
brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, and to
make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should
mind your own business and work with your hands, just
as we told you, so that your daily life may win the
respect of outsiders and so that you will not be
dependent on anybody.
Believers Who Have Died
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you
do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no
hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and
so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who
have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s
word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are
left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not
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precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord
forever. Therefore encourage one another with these
words.
(1 Thessalonians 4: 9-18)

At the end
All

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Alleluia, alleluia!
The word of God is living and active;
it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart.
Alleluia!
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
The Parable of the Ten Virgins
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Jesus said: “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be
like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and
five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but
did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however,
took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom
was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy
and fell asleep.
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him!’
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.
The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil; our lamps are going out.’
“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both
us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy
some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the
bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went
in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was
shut.
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“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said,
‘open the door for us!’
“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the
day or the hour.
(Matthew 25: 1-13)

At the end
All

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon Fr Jan Joustra

The Nicene Creed
Let us affirm the faith of the Church.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
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We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The prayers of the people
After each section: Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer
And at the end:
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by
your grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.
The Peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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1. Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.
2. Open now the crystal fountain
whence the living waters flow:
let the fiery, cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield,
be thou still my strength and shield.
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3. When I tread the verge of Jordan
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell’s destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side:
songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.
William Williams 1717–91 tr. Peter Williams 1722–96 and William Williams alt.
Reproduced with permission

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this bread to offer,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this wine to offer,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Great Thanksgiving
Priest
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Priest
All
Priest
All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our
God.
It is right to give our thanks
and praise.

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty Creator, everliving God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ, who by the power of your Spirit
was born of Mary and lived as one of us.
By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he
offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an
eternal deliverance for his people.
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever
praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your
creation, this bread and this wine, and we pray that by
your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat and drink them
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and
when he had given you thanks he broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is my body
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you
thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink from
this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again
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Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all
upon the cross, his mighty resurrection and glorious
ascension, and looking for his coming again, we
celebrate, with this bread and this cup, his one perfect
and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of
your Son and bring us with all your people into the joy
of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending
praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.
As this broken bread was once many grains,
which have been gathered together and made one bread:
So may your Church be gathered
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and
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blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and
feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Anthem: O Lord, increase our faith, Henry Loosemore
(c1600-1670), edited by J H Fowler.
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to
pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

The sending out of God’s People
Gracious God,
we thank you that in this sacrament
you assure us of your goodness and love.
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Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
and help us to grow in love and obedience
that we may serve you in the world
and finally be brought to that table
where all your saints feast with you for ever.
Father,
we offer ourselves to you
as a living sacrifice
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Most loving God,
you send us into the world you love.
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage
in the power of your Spirit.
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of
God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
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In the name of Christ. Amen
Postlude: Allein zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ, Gottfried
Ernst Bestel (1654-1732), “Alone to you, Lord Jesus
Christ”
Acknowledgements:
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The Anglican Diocese is conjunction with St Mary’s Anglican Church North
Melbourne does not tolerate abuse, harassment or other misconduct within
our communities. If any person has concerns about behavior of a church
worker, past or present. The Diocese of Melbourne is committed to doing all that is possible to ensure
that abuse does not occur. All complaints of abuse are taken very seriously, and we do all we can to
lessen harm. We offer respect, pastoral care and ongoing long-term support to anyone who makes a
complaint. St Mary’s Statement of Commitment to Child Safety is on our noticeboard and can be
downloaded from our website www.stmarys.org.au.

PLEASE REPORT ABUSE CALL 1800 135 246

22

MISSION AND VISION STATEMENT

St Mary’s Anglican Church, North Melbourne is an inner-city
Christian community that strives to be faithful, inclusive and
sacramental.
God inspires us to worship in daily celebration; to be caring,
thoughtful and inviting.
In response to God’s call, in the next three to five years we aim:
• To grow substantially in faith and numbers
• To create an inter-generational culture that values all age
groups - children and adults - equally
• To express our faith in active engagement within and beyond
our own community
• To deploy our property and financial assets in strategic support
of the ministry needs of the parish for the long term
• To become more open to change as we learn to grow
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