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Welcome to St Maryôs North Melbourne. 

Thank you for joining us in worship. 

Please join in saying the text marked in bold 

and singing the musical responses and hymns. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

God has infinite patience with our weaknesses and our failures. He 

leaves us free, yet as a loving Father he gently supports our efforts to 

turn to him and his ways, and he always gives us more time to repent, 

when we donôt respond to him. 
 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN       TIS 136 

 

 
 

1. Thereôs a wideness in Godôs mercy like the wideness of the sea,  

and forgiveness in his justice sealed for us on Calvary.  
 

2. There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed;  

there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the Head 

 

3. For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind;  

and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.  

 

4. But we make his love too narrow by false limits of our own,  

and we magnify his strictness with a zeal he will not own.  

 

5. If our love were but more simple we should take him at his 

word;  
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and our lives would be illumined by the goodness of our Lord.  
 

Frederick William Faber 1814ï63 alt. 

Reproduced with permission 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Let us confess our sins to our forgiving father. 

 

Merciful God, our Maker and our Judge, we have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: 

we have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbours as ourselves; we repent and are sorry for all our sins. 

Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in 

faith: pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in 

all goodness and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

COLLECT 

 

Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you; you are gentle with 

us as a mother with her children. Despair turns to hope through your 

sweet goodness; through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. Your 

warmth gives life to the dead, your touch makes sinners righteous. 

Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us; in your love and tenderness remake 

us. In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness, for the beauty of 

heaven may your love prepare us. Amen.

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Please sit for the reading 

A reading from the book of Joshua: 

 

At that time the Lord said to Joshua, óMake flint knives and circumcise 

the Israelites a second time.ô So Joshua made flint knives, and 

circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath-haaraloth. This is the reason why 

Joshua circumcised them: all the males of the people who came out of 
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Egypt, all the warriors, had died during the journey through the 

wilderness after they had come out of Egypt. Although all the people 

who came out had been circumcised, yet all the people born on the 

journey through the wilderness after they had come out of Egypt had not 

been circumcised. For the Israelites travelled for forty years in the 

wilderness, until all the nation, the warriors who came out of Egypt, 

perished, not having listened to the voice of the Lord . To them the Lord 

swore that he would not let them see the land that he had sworn to their 

ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. So it was their 

children, whom he raised up in their place, that Joshua circumcised; for 

they were uncircumcised, because they had not been circumcised on the 

way. When the circumcising of all the nation was done, they remained 

in their places in the camp until they were healed. The Lord said to 

Joshua, óToday I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.ô And 

so that place is called Gilgal to this day. While the Israelites were 

encamped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 

fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the 

passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened 

cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the 

produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the 

crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

 

Joshua 5.2-12 

 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 34       Geoffrey Cox 
 

Response:  
 

 

 

1. Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,  

  whose sin is covered. 
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2. Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, 

  and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  Response. 

 

5. I acknowledged my sin to you,  

  and I did not hide my iniquity; 

I said, ñI will confess my transgressions to the Lord,ò 

  and you forgave the guilt of my sin.   Response. 

 

7. You are a hiding place for me you preserve me from trouble; 

  you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. Response. 

 

10b. Steadfast love surrounds 

 those who trust in the Lord. 

11. Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 

  and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.  Response. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING :  
 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians: 

 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 

even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we 

know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 

new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, 

in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 

us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
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through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 
 

2 Corinthians 5.16-21 

 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

THE GRADUAL HYMN         TIS 564 

 

 

 

 
1. God of Bethel, by whose hand your people still are fed,  

who through this earthly pilgrimage have all our forebears 

led:  

 

2. our vows, our prayers, we now present before your throne of 
grace;  

God of our people, be the God of each succeeding race.  

 

3. Through each perplexing path of life our wandering footsteps 
guide;  

give us each day our daily bread, for all our needs provide.  

 



 

 

 

8 

4. spread your covering wings around, till all our wanderings 
cease,  

and at our Fatherôs loved abode our souls arrive in peace.  
 

Philip Doddridge 1702ï51 and others based on Genesis 28:19ï22 

Reproduced with permission  

 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

ñI will arise and go to my father and tell him 

Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.ò 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

 

The Lord be with you: 

And also with you. 

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Saint Luke: 
 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Then Jesus said, óThere was a man who had two sons. The younger of 

them said to his father, ñFather, give me the share of the property that 

will belong to me.ò So he divided his property between them. A few days 

later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant 

country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When 

he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 

country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to 

one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the 

pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 

were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself 

he said, ñHow many of my fatherôs hired hands have bread enough and 

to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, 

and I will say to him, óFather, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
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your hired hands.ô ò So he set off and went to his father. But while he 

was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he 

ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to 

him, ñFather, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.ò But the father said to his slaves, 

ñQuickly, bring out a robeðthe best oneðand put it on him; put a ring 

on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, 

and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found!ò And they began to celebrate. óNow his 

elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, 

he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what 

was going on. He replied, ñYour brother has come, and your father has 

killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.ò Then 

he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to 

plead with him. But he answered his father, ñListen! For all these years 

I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 

your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that 

I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, 

who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted 

calf for him!ò Then the father said to him, ñSon, you are always with me, 

and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because 

this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 

been found.ò ô 

 

Luke 15.11-32 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

SERMON  

 

THE NICENE CREED  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
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of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son 

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

After each intercession:   
 



 

 

 

11 

 
 

And at the end: 

 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace 

receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

THE GREETINGS OF PEACE 

 

We are the body of Christ. 

His Spirit is with us. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN       TIS 584 
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1. Just as I am, without one plea but that your blood was shed 
for me,  

and that you would my Saviour be, O Lamb of God, I come.  

 

2. Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict,  

many a doubt,  

fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come.  

 

3. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind ð sight, riches, healing of 

the mind,  

yes, all I need, in you to find, O Lamb of God, I come.  

 

4. Just as I am, you will receive, will welcome, pardon, cleanse, 
relieve;  

because your promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come.  

 

5. Just as I am ð your love unknown has broken every barrier 

down ð  

now to be yours, and yours alone, O Lamb of God, I come.  

 

6. Just as I am, of that free love the breadth, length, depth and 
height to prove,  

here for a season, then above, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

 

Charlotte Elliott 1789ï1871 alt. 

Reproduced with permission 
THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Blessèd are you, Lord God of all creation, through your goodness we 

have this bread to offer, fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it 

will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessèd be God for ever. 

Blessèd are you, Lord God of all creation, through your goodness we 

have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands, it will 

become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessèd be God for ever. 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 

 
 

PREFACE 

 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 

and lived as one of us. 

He was tempted in every way as we are, 

yet he did not sin. 
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By his death on the cross 

and rising to new life, 

he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 

and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, 

and to walk in the way of his love. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying: 
 

 

 
 

 

Merciful God, we thank you  

for these gifts of your creation,  
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this bread and wine,  

and we pray that by your Holy Spirit  

we who eat and drink them may be  

partakers of your body and blood. 

 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  

and when he had given you thanks  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  

óTake, eat. This is my body given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me.ô 

 

After supper, he took the cup,  

and again giving you thanks  

he gave it to his disciples, saying,  

óDrink from this, all of you.  

This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you  

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.ô 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:  

proclaiming his offering of himself  
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made once for all upon the cross,  

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  

and looking for his coming again,  

we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,  

his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice  

for the sins of the whole world.  

 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit,  

unite us in the body of your Son  

and bring us with all your people  

into the joy of your eternal kingdom;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

with whom, and in whom,  

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

we worship you,  

Father, in songs of never-ending praise: 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORDôS PRAYER  
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As Christ has taught us we are confident to pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body, 

for we all share in the one bread.  

 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 
 

 

 

THE INVITATION   
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
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Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in 

remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith 

with thanksgiving.   
 

COMMUNION  
 

THE ANTHEM  

 

óAlmighty and everlasting Godô         
Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Merciful Lord,  

grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world,  

the flesh and the devil, 

And with pure hearts and minds to follow you,  

the only God; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN     TIS 650 
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1. Brother, sister, let me serve you,  

let me be as Christ to you;  

pray that I may have the grace to  

let you be my servant too.  

2. We are pilgrims on a journey  

and companions on the road;  

we are here to help each other  

walk the mile and bear the load.  

3. I will hold the Christ -light for you  

in the night-time of your fear;  

I will hold my hand out to you,  

speak the peace you long to hear.  

4. I will weep when you are weeping;  

when you laugh Iôll laugh with you;  

I will share your joy and sorrow  

till weôve seen this journey through.  

5. When we sing to God in heaven  

we shall find such harmony,  

born of all weôve known together  

of Christôs love and agony.  

6. Brother, sister, let me serve you,  

let me be as Christ to you;  
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pray that I may have the grace to  

let you be my servant too.  

 
Richard Gillard 1953ï 

Words and music by permission Integrity Music (Aust) 

Reproduced with permission 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE SENDING OUT OF GODôS PEOPLE  
 

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. 

Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage in the power of the 

Spirit.  

 

THE BLESSING 

 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up 

your cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL  

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

POSTLUDE 

 

óAllein zu dir Herr Jesu Christ      BWV1100 

          J.S. Bach 

 

Please feel free to stay or leave as you please during the Postlude. 
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PRAYERS 
 

Please pray for those in need, including Deepa, Susan, Barbara, Pat, 

Jocelyn, Mandy, Jenny, Sasha, Martin, Pamela, Mavis, John, + Andrew, 

Tricia and Neil, and Paul. 

 

Please pray for the recently departed. 
 

Also, those whose anniversaries of death fall this week: Florence May 

Dove, Grace Elizabeth Lansell, Ethel Moran, Gerrit Stork and Henry 

Wallace Judd. 
 

If there is a name that should be included, please advise the Parish Office 

by email office@stmarys.org.au 

 
Acknowledgements: 

© 1995 The Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation, material from the text of A Prayer Book for Australia published under the 

imprint of Broughton Books. All rights reserved. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version 

Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and are used 

with permission. All rights reserved. Unless otherise stated, words and music are from Together in Song: The Australian Hymn Book II. 

When hymns are not public domain, they are reprinted with permission: One License 409E; CCLI License 220951; St James Music Press 

License 16619. German Mass © 
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THE ROSTER 

 March 27th 

8:00am  

Reader 
Jenny Langmead 

10:00am Readers 
Rebe Taylor 

Geoff Jenkins 

Serving  

Team 

Anne Sunderland 

TBC 

Welcome Sam Miller 

Introduction & Intercessions Audrey Statham  

Video/AV Paul Eikelboom 

Kids Corner & Sunday School Harriet Jenkins 

Morning Tea 
Margaret Nobel 

Michael Nobel 

Collection Counting 
Parish Council  

+1 

Flowers N/A 
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STEWARDSHIP AT ST MARY 'S 
 

 

In order to plan our parish finances, we welcome pledges of 

support from parishioners. Forms are available from the Parish 

Office or the Stewardship Secretary (role shared by Andrew 

Murray and Darrell Pitt). Please note that the collection of pledges 

is confidential. Individual pledges are kept confidential from the 

Wardens, Parish Council and Vicar. The Stewardship Secretary 

passes on only a deidentified record of the amounts pledged. 

 

The treasurer will be providing a periodic update on finances to 

let the parish know how we're tracking. 
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ST MARYôS PARISH NOTICES 

HOTHAM MISSION AT WORK: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Volunteers are essential for the on-going work of Hotham 

Mission.  

Currently there are only five paid staff, and they are all part time. 

When you add their time fractions together it amounts to an 

Effective Fulltime workforce of 1.75. They are Neysa 

(Homework Club), Kymberlee (WomEmpower), Danielle (Food 

for Thought and Homework Club), Alex (Mount Alexander 

College Cooking Class), and Joey (Food for Thought and 

Coordinator of all programs).  

Each member of staff is putting in a lot of effort and all programs 

are going well.  

But the staff need help!  

Already they are supported by several enthusiastic volunteers, but 

more are needed. The Mission would like to establish a pool of 

volunteers from which people can be called upon to help where 

help is needed most.  

At present, programs needing volunteers include Food for 

Thought (packing food parcels), Homework Club (relating 

personally to students), and WomEmpower (preparing program 

materials). And the new van might need drivers. Please, can you 

help? Phone the office on 9326 8245, or send an email to: 

programs@hothammission.org.au 

Go to the Hotham Mission web site for more information and an 

application form:  

https://hothammission.org.au/volunteer-registration/ 
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INVITATION  TO TENEBRAE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You are invited to attend our special Tenebrae service to be held 

on the 3rd of April  at 7.00pm 

 

Tenebrae is the Latin word for darkness. At this special event, as we 

listen to the story of the last hours of Jesusô life, candles are 

extinguished to symbolise the enveloping darkness.  

 

The singing of hymns, plainsong and moments of silence mark the 

solemnity of the occasion. 
 

ST MARYôS CLIMATE ACTION GROUP 

 

{¢ a!w¸Ω{ /[La!¢9 !/¢Lhb Dwh¦t ς RESCHEDULED TO 3 APRIL 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /!D ƛƴ нлнн ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ Sunday 3 April after the 10am service in the 

church hall.  Come along to hear an update on the data gathering exercise regarding our parish's energy 

usage, ideas for political engagement of religious groups around climate change, and discussion of how 

churches are taking steps to better care for the environment through participating in the Five Leaf Eco Awards.  

All are welcome to attend!   

If you wish to attend online, the Zoom link and details are: bit.ly/StmarysCAG 

Meeting ID: 834 8867 8417 

Password: 59186031 

 

 

https://bit.ly/StmarysCAG

